
“When Heaven Closes: The Causes & Solution to GOD withdrawing His 
Presence & Blessing from His People” 

Archbishop Wayne R. Felton 

KEYNOTE SCRIPTURE 
Mark 16:19-20 
“19 So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on 
the right hand of God. 20 And they went forth, and preached everywhere, the Lord working 
with them, and confirming the word with signs following. Amen.” 

LET’S ELABORATE FURTHER WHAT AN OPEN HEAVEN IS: 
1. It is hearing the voice of GOD and treating it as GOD speaking (and not a mere idea in the 

head) 
2. It is possessing the presence of GOD to affirm one’s works 
3. It is receiving the blessing of the LORD to protect, provide, and lead one’s life 
4. It is victoriously triumphing over the enemy 

THE OLD TESTAMENT SPEAKS OF WHAT HAPPENS WHEN HEAVEN CLOSES: 
2 Chronicles 6, “24 “If Your people Israel are defeated before an enemy because they have 
sinned against You, and they return to You and confess Your name, and pray and make 
supplication before You in this house, 25 then hear from heaven and forgive the sin of Your 
people Israel, and bring them back to the land which You have given to them and to their 
fathers. 26 “When the heavens are shut up and there is no rain because they have sinned against 
You, and they pray toward this place and confess Your name, and turn from their sin when You 
afflict them; 27 then hear in heaven and forgive the sin of Your servants and Your people Israel, 
indeed, teach them the good way in which they should walk. And send rain on Your land which 
You have given to Your people for an inheritance.” 

FOR THE NEW TESTAMENT BELIEVER, WHEN DOES HEAVEN OPEN? 
• When the Word of GOD is preached that’s Heaven opening up for us 
• When the Holy Ghost is poured out upon us to confirm we’re the LORD’s people 
• When the LORD hears and answers our prayers according to His perfect will 
• When He confirms His Word with signs which He promised to perform 

WHAT ARE THE KEY INDICATORS OF A CLOSED HEAVEN? 
• GOD stops blessing (no prosperity—provision) 
• GOD stops speaking (no Word or prophetic uZerance) 
• GOD stops receiving (worship and prayers) 
• GOD stops guiding (no revealed path or affirming way) 
• GOD stops fighting (no protection from the enemy) 

WHY WOULD GOD CLOSE HEAVEN? 
• To OPEN OUR EYES to righteousness so we can recognize our sin 
• To CHANGE OUR PATH to His will, bankrupting ours, so we can see the error of our ways  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• To HUMBLE OUR HEARTS to submit to GOD and thereby rid us of pride 
• To RESTORE OUR TRUST in Him and abandon all confidence in self and things of this 

world 

WHAT IS THIS MOST GRIEVOUS FOR A BELIEVER WHEN HEAVEN IS CLOSED? 
• When we keep going forward as if Heaven’s not open 
• When a lack of GOD’s blessing isn’t causing us to turn to the LORD 
• When we turn to other sources for help that only GOD used to give 
• When we try to conceal the fact that Heaven is closed—holding tightly to the last material 

blessing we got to hide our Spiritual depravity 
• Pointedly, when our hearts are not broken unto repentance 

KING ASA WAS A PRIME EXAMPLE OF THIS: 
2 Chronicles 6:7-14 

HOW CAN A BELIEVER SEE THE HEAVEN OPEN UNTO THEM AGAIN? 
Revelation 2, “5 Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first 
works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, 
except thou repent. 6 But this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I 
also hate.” 

1. Repent and return to your GOD given passion for the LORD 
2. Do the works that demonstrated your love for GOD 
3. Hate the sin that broke GOD’s heart (openly)
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