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KEYNOTE SCRIPTURE 
James 5, “16 Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be 
healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. 17 Elias was a man 
subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained 
not on the earth by the space of three years and six months. 18 And he prayed again, and the 
heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth her fruit.” 

ACCORDING TO THE APOSTLE JAMES WHAT IS PRAYER? 

PRAYER IS AN OUTWORKING OF OUR FAITH (Belief System) 
James 1, “5 If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and 
upbraideth not; and it shall be given him. “ 
• There’s a connection between praying and what we believe ergo if we are praying it is 

because we have sought for or possess the knowledge of GOD’s will—desiring to see it 
come to pass 

PRAYER IS A SIGN OF OUR TRUST (IN GOD) 
James 1, “6 But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the 
sea driven with the wind and tossed. 7 For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing 
of the Lord.” 
• There’s a steadiness about our life as we pray for as we pray for GOD’s will to be known 

and done in the earth we look to GOD to hear and keep us steadfastly depending upon Him 

PRAYER IS THE WAY TO ENDURE (to the end) 
James 5, “7 Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the 
husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he 
receive the early and la`er rain. 8 Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the 
Lord draweth nigh. 9 Grudge not one against another, brethren, lest ye be condemned: behold, 
the judge standeth before the door. 10 Take, my brethren, the prophets, who have spoken in the 
name of the Lord, for an example of suffering affliction, and of patience. 11 Behold, we count 
them happy which endure. Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and have seen the end of the 
Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy.” 
• Prayer is the channel through which we endure, especially when we don’t naturally see the 

manifestation of what He desires in the earth. 

PRAYER IS THE INSTRUMENT OF VICTORY 
James 5, “13 Is any among you afflicted? let him pray. Is any merry? let him sing psalms. 14 Is 
any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over him, 
anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord: 15 And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, 
and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have commi`ed sins, they shall be forgiven him. 16 
Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The 
effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. 17 Elias was a man subject to like  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passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not on the earth 
by the space of three years and six months. 18 And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, 
and the earth brought forth her fruit.” 
• Prayer is the means by which the believer can overcome and remedy unforeseen maladies if 

patiently practiced with fervency which strengthens the believer MORE unto manifestation 
of what GOD said 

HOW IS PRAYER MADE EFFECTIVE ACCORDING TO JAMES? 
1. When a believer endures trials, is being perfected in them, and is not unstable in their faith 

• James 1, “2 Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, 3 
knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. 4 And let endurance have its 
perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing…7 For that 
man ought not to expect that he will receive anything from the Lord, 8 being a double-
minded man, unstable in all his ways.” (NASB) 

2. When a believer follows Christ’s moral law and is a doer of the Word of GOD 
• James 1, “21 Therefore, pu`ing aside all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, in 

humility receive the word implanted, which is able to save your souls. 22 But prove 
yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves.” (NASB) 

3. When a believer practices submission to GOD and resists the devil and all His works 
• James 4, “7 Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.” (NASB) 

4. When a believer prays, and prays with aim to see GOD’s will come to pass 
• James 5, “14 Is anyone among you sick? Then he must call for the elders of the church 

and they are to pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord; 15 and 
the prayer offered in faith will restore the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him 
up, and if he has commi`ed sins, they will be forgiven him.” 

JAMES USES ELIJAH AS AN EXAMPLE OF A RIGHTEOUS MAN WHO EFFECTIVELY 
PRAYS 
James 5, “16 Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another so that you 
may be healed. The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much. 17 Elijah was a 
man with a nature like ours, and he prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not rain 
on the earth for three years and six months. 18 Then he prayed again, and the sky poured rain 
and the earth produced its fruit.” 
• Elijah endured the famine which came to the land 

• 1 Kings 17, “1 And Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the inhabitants of Gilead, said unto 
Ahab, As the Lord God of Israel liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor 
rain these years, but according to my word. 2 And the word of the Lord came unto him, 
saying, 3 Get thee hence, and turn thee eastward, and hide thyself by the brook Cherith, 
that is before Jordan. 4 And it shall be, that thou shalt drink of the brook; and I have 

© 2020 Bishop Wayne R. Felton Ministries and The Holy Christian Church  All Rights Reserved  
Unauthorized duplications is a violation of applicable laws



�  of �3 3

commanded the ravens to feed thee there. 5 So he went and did according unto the word 
of the Lord: for he went and dwelt by the brook Cherith, that is before Jordan.” 

• Elijah upheld GOD’s Holy Word (did not bow to Baal) and did whatever GOD said 
• 1 Kings 18, “21 And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How long halt ye between 

two opinions? if the Lord be God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him. And the 
people answered him not a word. 22 Then said Elijah unto the people, I, even I only, 
remain a prophet of the Lord; but Baal's prophets are four hundred and fifty men.” 

• Elijah practiced submission to GOD and resisted (and renounced) all of satan’s works 
• 1 Kings 18, “38 Then the fire of the Lord fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the 

wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. 39 
And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces: and they said, The Lord, he is the 
God; the Lord, he is the God. 40 And Elijah said unto them, Take the prophets of Baal; let 
not one of them escape. And they took them: and Elijah brought them down to the brook 
Kishon, and slew them there.” 

• Elijah prayed as effectively until He saw what GOD promised come-to-pass 
• 1 Kings 18, “41 And Elijah said unto Ahab, Get thee up, eat and drink; for there is a 

sound of abundance of rain. 42 So Ahab went up to eat and to drink. And Elijah went up 
to the top of Carmel; and he cast himself down upon the earth, and put his face between 
his knees, 43 And said to his servant, Go up now, look toward the sea. And he went up, 
and looked, and said, There is nothing. And he said, Go again seven times. 44 And it 
came to pass at the seventh time, that he said, Behold, there ariseth a li`le cloud out of 
the sea, like a man's hand. And he said, Go up, say unto Ahab, Prepare thy chariot, and 
get thee down, that the rain stop thee not. 45 And it came to pass in the meanwhile, that 
the heaven was black with clouds and wind, and there was a great rain. And Ahab rode, 
and went to Jezreel.” 

How can WE pray effectively? 
1. Fear GOD (be in awe) 
2. Have faith in GOD (trust that HE is) 
3. Do whatever GOD commands (obey His commands) 
4. Pray, and pray again for His will to be done 
5. Remain humble and submi`ed to GOD 
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